DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
of the old sort. As against three years5 service in
the army, we have considerably shortened the
term. A militia, such as they have in Switzerland,
would be too dear. During the war I hoped that
this would be possible for us. It is dearer than the
usual system; and nowadays how could we allow
every soldier in the militia to take his rifle home
with him? And what period of time is necessary
for complete military training? A country lad can
hardly be trained in one year. It is a question of
preparatory education and personal interest. The
technical problems of military science must be
studied; and that makes it impossible to produce
properly trained cadres in a short period of service.
"I readily admit that I do not like pacifism of
the sentimental kind. I look upon the soldier as an
important factor in the social and economic order,
and I am trying to improve the system of military
service with this end in view and to arrange it so
that it will be useful training also for civil life. We
have schools for the recruits, so that not merely
the illiterate will learn to read and write, but
also for the purpose of instructing the soldiers in
the various handicrafts, entirely apart from their
military instruction. This instruction in craftsman-
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